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Iowa Detention Hold Trend Data 2010-2020                Prepared by: Kathy Nesteby, Division of Criminal and Juvenile Justice Planning  

All cohorts of youth represented below are under the jurisdiction of Juvenile Court Services.  This excludes adult court waiver youth, out-of-state youth and 

federal hold youth. 

 

Source: Justice Data Warehouse 

~The average length of stay ALOS for females under JCS supervision first matched the ALOS of males in 2014 and has followed a similar upward trend since.  

~The impact of COVID made 2020 an anomalous year, the long-term effect of which is yet unknown. Using 2019 as the last pre-COVID year of data, females 

ALOS has increased 5.1 days since the low of 10.6 in 2012, while males ALOS increased 2.1 days during that same time frame.  
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Source: Justice Data Warehouse 
 

~The ALOS for the Native American females in 2010 was exceptional at 43.3 days. It also represents 15 total detention holds and 650 total detention bed 
days.  
 
~ The impact of COVID made 2020 an anomalous year, the long-term effect of which is yet unknown. Using 2019 as the last pre-COVID year of data and 
eliminating the exceptional 2010 year for Native American females, all females regardless of race with the exception of Asian/Pacific Islander females, 
showed an increase of at least 4 days in their ALOS. Hispanic females had the largest increase (9.9 days).  

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

White 9.7 9.7 10.4 11.7 14.2 13.4 13.1 14.4 15.9 14.7 18.6

African American 10.6 12.4 11.1 11.9 13.5 17.5 14.2 17.1 15 16.9 18.4

Hispanic 8.8 12.3 8.2 13.7 15.6 10.3 13.3 18.2 15.5 18.7 23.9

Asian/Pacific Islander 8.8 9.8 7.3 4.5 9 5 4.4 16.3 5.5 6 15

Native American 43.3 12.9 14.5 12.3 6.1 10.1 16.5 11.6 9.8 19 29.7

Multi-Racial 9.3 12.8 9.2 11 12.2 13 11.8 14.6 9.5 13.3 19.4

TOTAL 11 10.8 10.6 11.9 13.8 14.5 13.5 15.6 15.2 15.7 19.5
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HOLDS FEMALES 

  2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 

WHITE 278 304 380 361 307 283 290 240 296 224 159 

AFRICAN AMERICAN 76 149 146 166 157 182 154 155 225 170 114 

HISPANIC 24 39 32 35 32 36 35 46 48 36 36 

ASIAN/PACIFIC 
ISLANDER 

4 8 4 4 1 1 3 4 2 2 3 

NATIVE AMERICAN 15 18 14 22 11 12 11 10 9 10 20 

MULTI-RACIAL 18 19 39 41 37 39 49 45 43 31 35 

OTHER/UNKNOWN 0 2 4 4 1 5 6 1 0 0 8 

TOTAL 415 539 619 633 546 558 548 501 623 473 375 

Source: Justice Data Warehouse 
 

~White and African American females consistently have the highest volume of detention holds, with hold counts dropping off considerably for all other 
racial/ethnic groups regardless of year.  
 
 
 
 

BED DAYS FEMALES 

  2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 

WHITE 2,686 2,936 3,956 4,220 4,370 3,798 3,796 3,460 4,718 3,288 2,992 

AFRICAN AMERICAN 809 1,843 1,626 1,982 2,127 3,181 2,185 2,644 3,377 2,871 2,141 

HISPANIC 212 480 262 481 498 370 464 837 746 674 911 

ASIAN/PACIFIC 
ISLANDER 

35 78 29 18 9 5 40 65 111 12 39 

NATIVE AMERICAN 650 232 203 271 67 121 182 116 88 190 420 

MULTI-RACIAL 168 243 358 451 452 508 579 659 408 412 671 

OTHER/UNKNOWN 0 20 108 91 27 109 154 24 0 0 125 

TOTAL 4,560 5,832 6,542 7,514 7,550 8,092 7,400 7,805 9,448 7,447 7,299 

Source: Justice Data Warehouse 
 

~White and African American females consistently have the highest number of bed days, with counts dropping off considerably for all other racial/ethnic 
groups regardless of year.  
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HOLDS           MALES           

  2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 

WHITE 1,255 1,302 1,368 1,232 1,072 1,001 946 889 819 842 599 

AFRICAN AMERICAN 565 562 692 619 652 676 706 712 918 764 541 

HISPANIC 238 260 276 234 263 167 188 159 203 188 130 

ASIAN/PACIFIC 
ISLANDER 

6 7 11 20 9 8 3 17 14 4 15 

NATIVE AMERICAN 34 25 39 29 34 32 21 21 19 16 29 

MULTI-RACIAL 90 107 110 114 120 73 72 77 84 108 78 

OTHER/UNKNOWN 0 4 7 2 2 4 15 5 6 6 10 

TOTAL 2,188 2,267 2,503 2,250 2,152 1,961 1,951 1,880 2,063 1,928 1,402 

Source: Justice Data Warehouse 
 

~White males consistently had the highest volume of detention holds until 2016 when African American male detention holds became larger while 
detention holds for White males began to shrink. Detention holds of African American males even exceeded those of White males in 2018 despite their 
being a much smaller population. Hold counts for all other racial/ethnic groups, regardless of year, were considerably lower.   
 
 
 

BED DAYS           MALES           

  2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 

WHITE 15,491 16,374 18,292 17,733 15,357 16,418 15,591 15,454 14,562 13,573 12,496 

AFRICAN AMERICAN 7,642 8,909 10,656 10,053 9,656 12,039 12,079 11,960 15,085 12,588 11,995 

HISPANIC 3,382 3,427 4,109 3,552 3,480 2,351 2,906 2,608 3,345 3,138 3,040 

ASIAN/PACIFIC 
ISLANDER 

61 38 69 279 75 109 22 261 191 43 218 

NATIVE AMERICAN 493 369 594 373 580 363 331 456 453 255 394 

MULTI-RACIAL 995 1,161 1,575 1,582 1,449 1,168 1,037 1,303 1,099 1,569 1,905 

OTHER/UNKNOWN 0 43 79 107 14 16 117 90 110 149 214 

TOTAL 28,064 30,321 35,374 33,679 30,611 32,464 32,083 32,132 34,845 31,315 30,262 

Source: Justice Data Warehouse  
 

~White males consistently had the highest number of bed days until 2016 when African American male bed days became larger while bed days for White 
males began to shrink. Bed days for African American males even exceeded those for White males in 2018 despite their being a much smaller population. 
Bed days for all other racial/ethnic groups, regardless of year, were considerably lower.   


